
HooverOrders
New Fight on
FoodHoarders

Declares More Rigid Econ¬
omy I* Necessary; Powers

May Be Widened

Asks Women to
Redouble Effort*

Needs of Allies Must Be
Fulfilled to Win

the War

[Staff Correspondence]
WASHINGTON, Jan. 11..Rigid en¬

forcement of the anti-hoarding fea¬
tures of the food control act and the
probable necessity for additional legis¬
lation to widen the powers of the food
administration over manufacturing
trades ami public eating establish-
mei ts wore announced by Food Ad¬
ministrator Hoover to-day.
Mounting Allied food needs are

given by the Food Administrator as
the reason for the increasing rigidity
of food saving regulations. Under
new hoarding regulations the holding
of more than a thirty days' supply of
food by manufacturers, wholesalers or
retailers will constitute hoarding, and,
i* is stated, "the purchase of more
than usual amounts of food by con¬
sumers will likewise be so construed."
The food administration statement
reads: j"It is true that the Allies need from
75,000,000 to 00,000,000 bushels more
American wheat. It is also true we
have already exported the theoretical
surplus of last harvest over our nor-!
mal consumption. The American
people have saved a considerable
amount, estimated at from 25,000,000 to
50.000,090 bushels, during the last five
months, and we are exporting this
saving.

Must Save More
"We cannot and will not export more

than our savings, for our own peoplemust also be fed. The Allies have
reduced the bread ration to their peo¬ple sharply the last few days, and ifthis lowered ration is to be maintained
we must save more than heretofore.
"Every «.rain of wheat and everyounce of flour and bread saved now isexactly that amount supplied to some

man. woman or child among the Allies."We arc asking tho American peopleto further reduce their consumption of Iwheat products and use other food¬stuffs instead, for the Allies mus; alsohave seme wheat as well as ourselves.II is one of the vital issues in winningthe war that we must maintain thehealth and strength and morale oftheir men, women and children overthis winter.
"Our forty-eight state fobd adminis¬trators have been in session in Wash¬ington *.': g last few days devising with

us a further programme of saving,which we will announce in a few day?,in wHich we count with confidence onpub!;c support.
'Tiie Allies are also asking us if we

can cicuble our meat and pork productexports, as they must 'in England,frur.ee and Italy further reduce theirmeat and fat ration unless we can
crease exports. We have replied thatwe will ask our people to save more,for we can only export our savings."There need be no fear that our own

s plies will not be protected and if,
! a result of misapprehension, any onelid attempt the purchase of food-stuffs for hoarding it will be robbingAllies of just that amount and is a

.t:on of the food law that will bef« lowed üp sharply. We have ruledthat the holding of more than thirtydays' supplies by dealers, manufactur¬
ers, wholesalers and retailers consti-

hoarding and the purchase of
more than usual amounts by consum-
er will likewise be so construed.

Ask Women to Help
"We are going to ask the millions ofdevoted women who support the food

administration to see that our new pro¬posals arc carried out on every side.In this we are taking a line unique
an >ng nations and with the confidencethai in them we have a power for en¬
forcement and through our press of the
creation of public opinion greater than
among any other people on earth.Legislation is being considered by Mr,Lever and Senator Pomerene for

.'anon to Congress for some fur¬ther extension of the President's pow¬
ers to enforce conservation in manu-facl iring trades and in public eatingplac« Although the majority have
cooperated willingly ami effectively,"' re ¡s a minority which patriotic ap-peals uo not seem to reach. With such
regulations there will be no shortagesand equal justice to all. There is no
need of rationing in America."

Egg Dealers Warned
Against Raising Price
The National Food Administration at

Washington has issued a warning to
wholesale dealers in eggs all over the
country that any effort to raise priceswith the weather as an excuse will notbe tolerated. No prices may exceed the
average for the first five days of this
month.

Two bakers were before life food
board yesterday in response to sub¬
poenas charging unfair business meth¬
ods. They were Joseph Forst, Corona
Avenue, Elmhurst, L. L, and GeorgeStiehl, of Corona, L. I. Each was

charged with selling bread not up to
standard weight, and Stiehl of doingbusiness without a license. Both prom¬
ised to adjust their businesses and were
dismissed.
Administrator Williams was much

disturbed yesterday by reports of ef¬
forts to intimi'late witnesses who have
complained of price inflation by deal¬
ers. The intimidation, he fcaid. is on
'he East Side, »nd he fears some of
the complaints may be without result
unless it is checked.

--¦ ».-

War Department Studies
Water Power Resources

WASHINGTON, Jan.ll..Water power
resources of the country are being in
vestigated by the War Department.
preliminary to government action
where necessary to keep in operation
factories working on war contracts.

By André Chéradame
Author of

I he Pan-Cerman Plan Unmasked

The United States
and

Pan-Germania
I A warning to America. A

revelation of Germany's long-laid scheme for the mastery
of the world. $1.00 net

Charles Scribner's Sons, New York

Where Volunteer
War Workers
Are Needed
The Tribune invites the rear work

societies to voice their needs in this
column. U extends an equally cordialinvitation to the stay-at-home patriotswho want to work for their country.Address all appeals for help or for
tear rcork to the City Editor, New
York Tribune, 15$ Nassau Street.

^
-New York Navy Auxiliary of the RedCross wants women knitters at once.Wool will be distributed at the follow¬ing places: S. Karpon Bros., Ill WestThirty-seventh Street; Leader IronWorks, 103 Park Avenue; Hanan'sShoe Score, 411 Fifth Avenue.

*

M omen wanted to help with recrea¬tional work in settlement house, assistin home service work of the Red Crossand work in settlement dispensary.Children of soldiers and sailors arefilling tho house and workers are badlyneeded. Apply Clearing House for WarWork Volunteers, 4 East Thirty-ninthStreet, Miss Bernays, between _:30 and4 p. m., next Monday and thereafter.Same committee needs women to as¬sist in work of Budget Club, work of
an advisory nature among housekeep¬ers with small incomes. This service
is being extended and workers must beobtained. Apply as above.

New York in Lead
For Food Economy,

Williams Declares
For self-denial and economy in the

use of foodstuffs, especially those most
vitally needed for the success of our
armies in the field, the people of New
York City lead the entire nation.

This announcement was made yes¬
terday by Arthur Williams, food ad¬
ministrator for greater New York, on
his return from Washington, where ht
had been attending a conference of all
the food administrators of the country,
including Herbert Hoover, national dic¬
tator.

Five thousand barrels of flour ana
thousands of pounds of meat are being
conserved daily through the efforts of
New Yorkers, Administrator Williams
announced, a figure far in excess of
that of any other city, and a condition
that evoked much praise from Mr.
Hoover.
The pressing demands of our soldiers

and Aüies, however, may make it nec¬
essary to institute a wheat saving day
in addition to wheatless Wednesday. A
new bread, made of fruit flour, may
make its appearance in New York.
Hawaii has tried with great success a
"banana bread," the administrator for
that territory telling his associates
that it was tasty and "abundant in
calories." Mr. Williams took occasion
to dispel the belief that bread is
cheaper in England than in this coun¬
try.

Proñteer Here Got Tons
Of Sugar When Supply

Was Lowest, Is Charge
Ton^ of sugar were shipped into

Now York City, some of it when the
shortage of that commodity was most
acute, and distributed by Pincus Frieil-
man, 172 Kivington Street, who was

arrested on Thursday and charged with
profiteering.
A dispatch from New Orleans named

two shippers there who had consigned
10,000 and 30,000 pounds, respectively,
to Friedman, after having purchased
it from a wholesaler who is said to
be without a license.
That Friedman and all other whole¬

salers guilty of price inflation will he
: ummarily dealt with was reflected
last night in an announcement from
Washington, signed by Herbert
Hoover, National Food Administrator,
that he had revoked the license of the
Harlem Sugar Company (Inc.), of 2445
Eighth Avenue.
The officers of the company were.

charged with selling sugar at from 12
to If. cents a pound, and it was upon
the recommendation of Arthur Will¬
iams, "local administrator, and John
Mitchell, chairman of the Federal
Pood Board, that the license was re¬
voked.
A government inspector will take

over the Harlem Company's plant to¬
cay and post a notice of the cancella¬
tion of the license. Then he will super-
vise the sale of the sugar in storage
there and the firm will be suspended
from business for the duration of the
war.

Plan for U. S. Paper
Control Again Assailed
Senator Harding, an Ohio
Publisher, Attacks Proposal

as Socialistic
WASHINGTON, Jan. 11..Proposed

governmental control of the newsprint
paper industry was under fire in the
Senate again to-day. Senator Harding,
an Ohio publisher, attacked the plan as

socialis'tic.
Under a unanimous consent agree¬

ment reached late to-day a final vote
will be taken on. next Tuesday.
Senator Smith, of Arizona, advocated

the bill as necessary to insure supplies
of paper. Asked by Senator Watson if
this resolution, by giving control over
print paper to the President, would not
permit the "rankest sort of press cen¬
sorship to be set up in the United
States," the Arizona Senator said it
would not, anil added that there had
been no protest against the resolution
on the part of the newspapers. Senator
Thomas said:

"I believe private operation of busi¬
ness at all times is eminently prefer¬
able to government control, but I be-
lieve that government control is neces-

sary in certain instances, and this is
, one."

i The Senate adjourned until Monday,
when consideration of the bill will be
resumed.
-¦-

Government May Sell
Officers' Uniforms at Cost

WASHINGTON, Jan. 11..The War

Department now is considering the ad¬

visability of selling uniforms to offi¬
cers at cost, Senator Jones, of Wash¬
ington, told the Senate to-day in urg¬
ing early consideration of his bill,

¡which provides that, the department
¡shall furnish all equipment to officers
at cost prices.
The Washington Senator urged that

the government should commandeer
the stocks of all private concerns
handling officers' equipment.

City Residents
Urged to Plant

Slacker Lands

Back Yard Gardens Needed
if Allies Are To Be Fed,

Says C. L. Pack

Appeals to New York

Campaign Started to Raise
Crops on AH Vacant

Plots

[Staff Correspondence]
WASHINGTON, Jan. 11.."If the

United Stutes must feed the Allies
after March, as indicated in The Trib¬
une to-day, the city people of this
country must awaken to the fact right
now that every foot of slacker land in
this country must be put into war

gardens in 1918."
This is the statement made to-night

to The Tribune by Charles l.athrop
Pack, of Lakewood, N. J., president
of the War Food Carden Commission,
which is campaigning for vacant lot
and backyard gardening throughout
tho country.
"The Tribune's correspondent," con¬

tinued Mr. Pack, ''has information that
brings out the tremendous importance
of organizing for war garden work.
We must have food as close to tho
kitchen door as possible* There is no
doubt but that under the direction of
Secretary Houston tho farm produc¬tion campaign will go forward by great¬
er leaps than ever.
"But tho urban population, at which

the drive of the War Food Garden
Commission is directed, must organize
nbw. The town and city man must do
everything possible to feed himself.
He will at the same time bo aiding^Therailroads by relieving them of just that
much of the transportation burden that
faces them.
"We hear talk of tho United States

placing three million men under arms.
It costs 40 cents a day to feed a sol-
dier, according to the estimates. If
this be true it means that Uncle Sam
will be spending $1,200,000 every day
for food for his soldiers alone.
"The commission will send its war

garden primer to any one who sends
a two-cent stamp to pay the postage,
and it will be glad to cooperate with
Chambers of Commerce, banks and
other concerns on a bigger scale. I
cannot impress upon the people of the
City of New York the great, importance
of organisation now, and The Tribune
lias done well to call attention to th<»

¡ food situation as it confronts the world
at this time."

Federal Food Board's
Daily Price List

Retail grocers' associations here hav«
agreed not ta charge more than the price»
below, on a cash-and-carry basis. 'Ihr prices
are suggested by (he Federal Food Board,
and persons compelled io pay higher prices
arc asked io report to the 1'cilrral Food
Hoard, '¿20. West Fifty-seventh Street; tele¬
phone Circle 300.

Retailer Consumer
pays, should pay.

Article. Kind. Cents. Cents.
Henna Lima .1)i..-15i.'- 17'--1SK,

White, small .HU-lá«; 17 -18 -

White .14*.<.-15V4 17V4-18V4Kidney .16H-17VÍ; 19 Vi 20^Rice.Kintoki . 9V4-10V4 12i4-1314Hulk, whole head. 9%-10% 11%-12%Hulk, blue rose. S-V 'J\ 10%-11%Hulk, broken s. 7V4- S :»Vi-10Rolled oata -Hulk .5%- 614 7%- 8V4Cornmcal -Yellow, gran. 6V4- H;í.'t 8 Vi- 8%White, .Southern, fine.. «J 6\'2 S 8'/»Raisins Seeded, 15-oz.
pkg., fancy .12 -12VÍ 14VÛ-15Choice.11 -11 Vá 13VÍ-14Prunes- Cal., 40-50 .It -14'/> IS' -IS'-:,
Cal., 70-80 . 99Í-10V4 12%-13ViCal.. 100-120 . 81/4- 8*¿ lt'4-11"4Oregon, 30-40 .15VÍ-15<¿ 19 -I!"',
Oregon, 40-50 .13%-14 IT'i-18Macaroni or spaghetti
Hulk, domestic .11 -11% 14 -14%Flour -Wheat, spg. pat., 6 6V4 7 7'4Winter wheat . 0 - 6V4 7 - 7V4Sugar- Granulated . 8.G 01',

Bread.-Fac. wpd. 16 oz.
' 7Va 8 -9

Store, wrapped, 1 «j oz.. 78
Milk- Loose, dip., B, qt... 10% 11

Bottle, B, quart. LiUM
Butter.Storage, best, lb.46 -48 ¡"1 -53
Cheese- Anier., w. m., Ib.26%-29 32>¿-35Kggs Candled, storage,

No. 1. per doz.47 -49 52 -54
Potatoes- White, U. S.

No. 1, per lb. 3 4
Onions Red, fancy . 35
Meat.Hinds and ribs... 19 -21

Sirloin . . 31 -30
Top round . . 35 -33
Bottom round . . 33 -31
Pot roas». 32 -31
.Slew beef . . 25 -24
Rib roast, prime. 30 -27
Chuck . 25 -23

Chucks .....10 -17'
Chuck steak . . 25 -24
Lamb . -23
Leg of lamb. 33 -31
Stew lamb . . 24 -22

Fish (frozen Whiting... 4 8
Native mackerel.15 22 -23
Smelts, No. 1.18 24
Butterfish .10 16
Halibut.2031 -32
Sea Bass.1520
Weaklish .12 1!)

Fish fresh Spanish
Mackerel .23 -27 28 -30
Smelts, No. 1.18 -25 27
Flound.-r .15 -16 1!" -20
Steak Cod.J S -22 24
Carp .15 -111 21
Perch (Yellow».10 -18 18 -23
The supply of fish in the'salt and fresh

water maikets was extremely light to-duy,
high prices generally prevailing.
Note..The cisco, a common lake fish of

fine edible quality, is now in great abun¬
dance in the New York wholesale market.
In taste and flavor it is very pleasing and
deserves much more attention from the con¬
sumer than it has received. This iV.i at
present is selling at a wholesale price of
10-12c per pound, and in the future the Fed¬
eral Food Board will quote cisco prices in
its regular TniUetTns.

150 Student Aviators
Ordered to Phantom Camp
CHICAGO, Jan. 11. .One hundred;

and fifty fledgling aviators from Chi-j
cago were spared the embarrassment
of going to a phantom aviation camp
at Fort Wayne, Ind.. as ordered by the
department at Washington, when the
mistake was caught to-day in thé of-
lice of Lieutenant Colonel T. W. Wins-
ton. The men had received transporta-
tion cards for that point when they
should have read 'Fort Wayne, Detroit.

] Mich."Several officers and enlisted men
from other points had already put in
several hours searching for an aviation
camp at Fort Wayne, Ind. The ground
school at Detroit is a new institution.

' Incendiaries Are Burning
Crops in Argentina

BUENOS AYRES, Argentina, Jan. 11.
i.The burning of < crops is continuing
¦in many parts of tho republic.

The incendiary rlature of at least
some of these fires is indicated by the
action of the manager of the Province
of Buenos Ayres Railway, who has re¬

ported to the authorities two individ-
uals seen setting nre to grain fields
just ready for harvesting.

KOKS:- REVIEWS:" AUTHORS: PUBLISHERS
On Flies in Amber

Which Do Not Destroy the Value of the Amber, but Are
Quite Superfluous

By Willis Fletcher Johnson I
"Frenzied Fiction," by Stephen Leacock, is so exuberantly good that

I hate and hesitate to point out so much as a single flaw in its deft work- jmanship. As sheer, rollicking, irresponsible fun it is quite irresistible;while as keen, penetrating satire on the foibles and follies of our day and
generation it has scarcely been surpassed since the days oí the "PotipharPapers." To Mr. Leaeock, and to the John Lane Company, Salut!

Nevertheless, there is a fly in the amber, thought it be but a little one;tn which I call attention not by way of nagging or carping, in which far
be it from the critic to indulge, but rather to raise a broad and farreach-1ing question of literary art. I do so, moreover, with the less regret because
there are other flies, much bigger and more egregious, in other pieces of
amber with which.the amber, not the flies.Mr. Leacock will not, I am
sure, resent my bracketing his delightful "Frantic Fiction."

This, then, is» the aforesaid specimen of Musca domestica.that Mr.
Leacock represents New York at the time of Washington Irving's writingof "Diedrich Knickerbocker" as being a provincial town of some twentyThousand souls, when of course Macaulay's most venerable schoolboy knows
that it was bigger than that before Irving was born, and was more than
live times as big at the date in question.

Now that, as I have said, is an insignificant fly. But though it be,
as saith Master Francis Bacon.he who did not write the works of Shake¬
speare."preserved forever in a more than royal tomb," we cannot help
wondering why it should be there at all. It really is not, was not, neces¬
sary. The point could have been made just as well by a man of Mr. Lea¬
cock';-! fertile and facile fancy without the anachronism.

There are, of course, other flies. I"shall not name the writer who onlythe other day told of a pair of lovers, or somebody, watching the l'ising of
the new moon; for that was "magazine stuff," which, as every judiciouscritic must be aware, is not necessarily and invariably Literature with a
capital L. But there was Henry Seton Merriman, in a real bound book,
telling us how thunderously loud even the faintest footfall sounded in the
thin air of a mountain top. There was Edgar Allan Poe, who was of the
very elect, telling us how the speed of a pendulum's vibrations increased
with its length and how a blade tapered from a sharp edge to a thick back.
And there was Walter Scott, who somewhere.I forget just where, but it's
there!.made the sun set in the east or rise in the west. And to come back
to mine own people, there was Richard Harding Davis making the south
frontof the New York City Hall of brownstone because the city had not been
expected to grow beyond it in that direction, and also making that Cim¬
merian sepulchre, tho Mulletian postotlice, a glowing and scintillating
mountain of light all through the night.

Oh, yes, Brother Leacock, the little fly in your crystal and pellucid
amber is a very little one. But still it is there. And so I come back to
the question which I asked before, Why should it be? And why should all
those others have been? Without being finikin or meticulous or any such
abominable thing, the like of which is anathema viarantha to the critic,
why should even the tiniest flylet, Muscula minima, of such unneces¬
sary kind, find lodgement in our amber beads?

And, finally.this is, after al!, the gist of the whole matter, and what
I started out in my first paragraph to say.if these flies do thus occur, who
are the amber makers that they should treat with condescending scorn the
mere newspaper man.Nassauese for Journalist.who sometimes fails to
keep a fly from alighting upon his ephemeral essays?

Some Recent Fiction

A Doll's Awakening
TWREK'S A Cnown Hy William Caine. i:njo,

PI«. 436. Iloughton-Mlfnin Company,
It is a long time since we have read

so thoroughly consistent a character
.study of tfcat kind of American woman

who, pampered and guarded and petted,
is after all only a grown-up spoiled
chilil, as William ('aine gises us in
Doll Brackett. On the very first page
we get an impression of her, which the
author enlarges upon without passion
in a delightfully detached manner. The
mother and sister of George, Doll's
fiancé, are calling on Doll and her
mother.

"Here, in Mrs. Bracket's suite in the
Savoy Hotel, they had large opportu¬
nity for improving their knowledge
of the girl's appearance. In the room

there were, great and small, eight
photographs of her. She was, to be
seen equipped for dancing, walking,
dining, bathing, riding, motoring,
being presented at. court, as a baby,
as a child, as a girl, as a young wom¬

an; looking down, looking up, look¬
ing sideways; with a fan, with a

bouquet, with a horse, with her
mother. No one who should so much
as glance around Ibis small reception
room could fail to perceive the im¬
portance of Doll. Of course, Mrs.
March and Hilda were already quite,
alive to Doll's importance, though,
perhaps, not in the same way as was

Mrs. Brackett. They thought of her
as George's future wife.
Mrs. Brackett thought of George as

Doll's future husband."
After this felicitous beginning Mr.

Caine proceeds in lighter vein, in a

simpler manner, but with the same

thoroughn«ss which characterizes Mer¬
edith's immortal pictures of the com¬

plete male egoist, to draw us one of
the female sex. One constantly recalls
Sir Willoughy, and is even driven to

speculation as to the engrossing events
which might ensue should Doll and
Sir Willoughby chance to meet outside
the pages of fiction. And yet Doll is ii
much pleasanter creature «.than Wil¬
loughby, even if Mr. Caine's book is
not so great a literary tour de force.

"Three's a Crowd" is a very human
little story, turning with new variety
on the old theme of the meddling
mother-in-law. *It skirts tragedy at
times, but the author's method makes
him turn what might have been tragic
into clever comedy. Mr. Caine has a

delightful sense of humor, which en¬

livens what otherwise might have been
difficult situations, and he takes the
reader into his confidence in a charm¬
ingly intimate fashion. The story turns
around the manner in which Doll
Brackett. a girl made thoroughly self¬
ish by her deplorably pampered bring¬
ing up, "comes alive," as she herself
expresses it. Her mother having man¬

aged all her affairs and made all her
decisions befor«« marriage, is unable to
relinquish the reins after Doll acquires
a husband. The chastening of Mrs.
Brackett is not the least interesting
part of the story. There are many
Dolls in the world, but one seldom findä
them so well and undidactically in
fiction.

Old Themes Reworked
THE DEVIL'S OWN". Hy Randall Parrish. Illus-

trated by tho Kinueys. l'Jmo, IP- 358. A. C.
McClurg & Co.
Parrish has given us another tale

of the Middle West at the time of the
settlement of tho country. The back¬
ground is the best part of the story.
The plot is a rather threadbare one

and is not worked out with distinc-
tion. The villain is very heavy, the
hero light weight, and of course the
heroine is surpassingly beautiful and
wonderful. The illustrations aro the
best part of the book.

Cherchez le Chat!
WANTED, A TORTOISE-SHELL. By Peter Blun-

doll. l'-mo. pp. 312. John bane Company.
A perfectly ridiculous situation which

involves a staid but very nice young
fellow, n charming and humorous prirl
and a camouflaged tortoise-shell cat!
The story is delightfully told, and
while a lot of extraordinary things
happen none of them is impossible.

Professor J. Haliburton Rliss goes to
Ja!lagar on a mission for his college!arid finds there the girl of his choice.She is a bit difficult in the winning,although well worth the endeavor, anrithe price of her hand is a male tor-
toise-shell cat desired by her father,who has reverted, or advanced, as youplease, to Egyptian cat worship. A catfías nine lives, so we are told. This
one had nine tales, each one swift in
the telling and all blended into a wellbalanced ami very funny plot. Things
move quickly and joyously if one islook'r-fr ,-or amusement unalloyed by
any problems, ''Wanted, a Tortoise-Shell" will furnish it in abundance.

The Torture of Training
MICHAEL, BROTHER OV JERRY l!j Jack tan¬dea. Illustrated, 12mo, rp. oí-i. The Mac'millanCompany.

In writing of animals Jack London!
was at his best. It will be recalled
that it, was his "Call of the Wild" which
first brought him into prominence,
"Michael" is a good dog story and it
is also propaganda against the cruel-
ty which is perpetrated frequently intraining dogs for public performancesJack London has done more than this;in Day: Daughtry, Kwaque and theAncient Mariner he gives us some ex-cellent character studies. If one-halfthe tilings that the books tell aboutthe training and exhibition of animals
are true the authorities should step¦in and take action. They hardly seem
credible, and yet the author would
not have written them without a knowl-eúgQ of the facts.

In Open Air
GASTON OLAF. By llemy Oyen. 12ino, pp. 291.George 1¡. Doran Company.

This is the conventional "out of
doors" story. It begins with the reg¬
ulation light between th» hero andthe bad man, in which the hero byherculean effort triumphs, and th«» bad
man swears vengeance; and proceedswith the "ame sort of incidents withwhich such fiction is replete. Thebook is exciting and will have itspublic, but originalité of theme andof subject matter it has not.

Author and Publisher
THF CREAM OP THE JEST. By James BrandiCabeil. l-'mo, pp. 2.S«;. Robert M. Mrllride& Co.

This seems to be the heart revela- I
tions with thin fiction as the medium
.a favorite form for such soul ad-,
venture.of an author who has had a
hard time with unfeeling publishers.
it is impossible not to read between
the cynical lines.and who holds no
brief for aii^ of them. We all love
courage in any form, and it must have
taken considerable grit on the part of
Mr, Cabell's publishers to print such
a complete arraignment of their ilk.
"The Cream of the Jest" is a curious,
rambling story, without form, and told
in a sort of blundering, disorderlyfashion. The work is uneven, pass¬
ages of great beauty being crowded
on either side by others of gray dul-
ness. The author thus states his un-
derstanding of his hero: "It was with
appropriate silence, therefore, that Iregarded Felix Kenneston as a parable.The man was not merely very human;he was humanity." To interpret al'
humanity in 280 pages is a big under¬
taking.

Palpable Propaganda
THK IlIUIl ROAD, llv Emma S. Allen Illus¬trated. 12aio, py. 326. The Meridian Press.
We suppose that at this time, with

the agitation for national prohibition,
we must expect to be bombarded with
books full of temperance propaganda.
Authors, and particularly amateurs
with little knowledge of fiction and a
burning desire to put their theories in
print, will never learn that the novel
is not the place for propaganda, unless
it is so sugar-coated by an excellent
plot and a well told story that its real
nature is successfully camouflaged. The
author of "The High Road" has not
succeeded in doing this. She tells an
obviously purposeful story in stilted
language, without insight or sense of
justice, and in an unskilful manner.

Where Haroun Reigned
The Hohenzollern Dream of Em¬

pire in Two Continents

TUB WAR ANO THE BAOnAÎ> IIATLWAY. ByMorris Jail row, jr. Illustrated. 12m». pp. 160.
J. JJ. Llpptncult Company.

Cycle on cycle hastens to a close.
Where civilization began, civilization
fights its greatest fight to avert un¬

timely ending. The very name of Mes-
opotamia arouses visions of the im¬
memorial past; perhaps before Egypt
itself was born. Babylon and Nineveh
tire memory; yet there were those
before them in the land which above
all others is the centre of the world.
Between the Bosporus and the Persian
Gulf the crises of humanity have cen¬
tred. Darius and Xerxes, Cyrus and
Alexander, are names which are the
landmarks in history. America itself
owes its discovery to the passage of
the Straits and the closing of that
highroad to India and Cathay. And
now this twentieth century Armaged¬don, in which the Drunken Helot of
Sparta, armed with the arts of Athens,
turns civilization against itself in a

Professor Morris Jastrow, Jr.
«"The War and the Bag-dad Railway": The

J. B. T.ipplncott Company.)

mighty struggle to possess that same
ancient highway and to extend it as
the highroad of world-wide empire
from the North Sea ¿to the Persian
Gulf. I

Such is the vision of the drama
which Dr. Jastrcw stages in this com-
pact but pregnant volume. It .3 fit- jting that so accomplished an antiqua-rian deals with this intensely up-to-date theme. It is less than a score of
years ago that the Hohenzollern Kaiser
secured from Abdul the Damned.-his
kindred spirit- the concession for ai
railroad from the Bosporus to Bagdad,Rut to appreciate tho undertaking in
its true setting we must turn back the
pages.tiles and bricks.-of history fif¬
ty centuries, to the times t the Hit¬
tites and their contemporaries. Not
as an anti«iuarian, however, does Dr.
Jastrow write; save to give the action!
of to-day its proper historical settingand perspective. He appreciates as
keenly as the most juvenile exponent of
omniscience the present day signifi-1
canee of the possession of that greathighroad, and he sets it forth with
master hand. The whole story of Ger¬
man financial and political intrigue is
disclosed, with ail its tortuous wind-
ings and doublings. The importance
of that international route, which the
Hun would make a private appanageof Prussia, is explained, and the dutyof diplomacy toward it, when happilythe world has been made fiafe for
democracy, is strongly emphasized. The
work is well illustrated, has an ex-
oellcnt map, and is one of the works
which ase quite indispensable to a
complete understanding of tho causes
an4 purposes of the German attack
upon the rest of the world.
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